
Tie what your child is learning in school to your
family life by engaging in conversation.

• Discuss your family heritage. Use the
analogy of the spread of Greek culture to allow
your child to see that we all have roots in other
areas of the world. Describe how and why your
ancestors came to America. If your family history
is unknown, consider talking to neighbors or
family friends to explore their unique history.

• Discuss how America is a democracy and
what that means for you as a family. Together,
consider what life would be like for your family if
you did not live in a democratic society. Model
democracy by taking a family vote on a house-
hold decision, such as what dessert to have or
what game to play.

• Take a tour of your own home and locate
artwork or architecture that may have been
inspired by the ancient Greeks. Identify columns,
pottery, vases, sculptures, or wooden
figurines with Greek influence. Discuss which
elements of the Greek art and architecture most
interest you.  

• Remind your child that both the winter
and summer Olympics occur every four
years in a different part of the world.
Discuss the various competitions that occur in
the winter Olympics, such as downhill skiing,
snowboarding, bobsled, luge, ski jump,
figure-skating etc. Also discuss some of your
favorite events that occur in the summer
Olympics, such as the track and field events,
basketball, Ping-Pong, tennis, rowing, volleyball,
and the marathon. Have your child
identify his or her favorite Olympic events to
watch and which they would like to compete
in one day.

• Explain to your child that many jobs in
your community are a result of the natural
resources available to your area, just like the
jobs available in ancient Greece resulted from
ways the culture adapted to its environment.
Discuss the natural resources available in
your area that generate jobs for local residents.
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FAMILY DISCUSSIONS

S T A N D A R D S O F L E A R N I N G

How have the contributions of ancient Greece influenced the present world in terms of
architecture, written language, and inventions? This chapter explores the geography, art,
architecture, sports, government, commerce, natural resources, and historical events of ancient
Greece. Through examination of images, maps, artifacts, videos, a timeline, and more, your child
will compare and contrast life in ancient Greece to life in modern America.
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3.3 TERM TO KNOW
• Direct democracy: A government in
which people vote to make their own rules
and laws

ARCHITECTURE:
• The architects of ancient Greece used
columns in the construction of their
buildings. Ancient examples, such as the
Parthenon, still exist today.

THE ARTS:
• Mosaics, sculpture, and paintings are
displayed on buildings in ancient Greece.
Greece: Pottery

GOVERNMENT:
• The government of the United States is
based on ideas developed in ancient
Greece, which is known as the birthplace
of democracy (government by the
people); it is a direct democracy.

SPORTS:
• Olympic games of today are modeled
after the games of ancient Greece.

3.5 Viewing maps of
ancient civilizations during
different time periods
helps students begin to
understand changes in

relationships among peoples, places,
and environments.
• At the beginning of its culture, ancient
Greece was located on a peninsula with
many islands, surrounded by the
Mediterranean Sea.
• During Greece’s period of greatest
influence, ancient Greece spread throughout
the eastern Mediterranean region.
• Today, Greece is located on a peninsula
with many islands, surrounded by the
Mediterranean Sea

3.7 Human activities develop in
response to physical environments.
When the environment does not meet
human needs, people adapt to meet
those needs. In ancient Greece, people
adapted to their environment by:
• Limited farming due to mountains
• Traded across the Mediterranean Sea
• Built ships to fish in and trade across the
Mediterranean Sea

3.8 Ancient Greece was located on a
peninsula with mountains and hills
and was surrounded by many islands
and the Mediterranean Sea.
• Greece had limited rich soil.
• The people of ancient Greece built ships,
fished, made pottery, and farmed.
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